
 

ORDER FOR WORSHIP 
                                                       

2nd Sunday of Easter 
April 16, 2023 

 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. 
Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering 
around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter 
the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even 
as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living 
hope we receive in baptism. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
We wish to acknowledge this land on which St. Philip’s Lutheran 
Church is located. For thousands of years, it has been the traditional 
land of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabeg, the 
Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat peoples.  We are grateful to have the 
opportunity to meet, worship, and serve on this land. 

WELCOME 

GATHERING SONG 
“Christ is Risen! Alleluia!”     ELW 382   

GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

KYRIE 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the 
hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in 
you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING 
1 Peter 1: 3 - 9  
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering 
because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope 
we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and 
surroundings. 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great 
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even 
if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that 
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, 
though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you 
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 16 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL 
John 20: 19 - 31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 
commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is 
missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But 
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again 
in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come 
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                            
“The Risen Christ”                                                                         ELW 390   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. 
Response:  Your mercy is great. 
 
 
 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

SHARING OF PEACE  

PRAYER 
Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true 
Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying 
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And 
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so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with 
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY HOLY HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
...Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the 
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMN 

“The Peace of the Lord”                                                                ELW 646 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love 
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 
The God of all, 
who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG 
“Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”                                            ELW 535  

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.  
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 

PERMISSIONS  
One License, license # A-713446.  Liturgical text reprinted with permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS022653. 
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SERVING TODAY  

Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek  Pastor 
Chris Ritcey-Conrad  Music Director 

Liam Stewart  Reader 
Janelle Lightbourne, Marleah Roche  Prayers 

Dave Pascoe, Eric Fergin,  
Karen Adolph 

 Audio Visual Team 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PHILIP’S 

Sunday 
 

Monday 

 10:00 am Worship 
11:30 am Confirmation 
1:00 pm Zumba 
7:15 pm Bells  

Tuesday  6:30 pm Girl Guides 
Bible Study 

Wednesday  10:00 am Cover Girls 
7:00 pm Choir  

Thursday  7:00 pm Church Council 
Friday   

Saturday  4:00 pm Messy Church 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Gus Berndt, John Brownlie, Kevin Cartwright, Rodney Erlandson, Mary 
Hanslep, Al Jacksteit, Matt Kirkpatrick, Mona Kibsey, Mark Kieswetter, 
Janelle Lightbourne, Pat Penney, Julie Potocny, Ethan Suknundun, Margaret 
Weeks, Debra, Helen, Lynette, and Marian. 

OFFERING 
Please place your offering on the plate in the centre aisle.  Other options can 
be found on our website:  stphilipstoronto.com/donate-now/ 

COFFEE HOUR 
Please see sign-up sheet in the narthex or call the church office to sign up. 

2023 CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Please pick up your copy in the narthex.  

LAKESHORE AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY: FLOWER SHOW & SALE 
Open to the public. Free admission. Saturday, April 29 @ 9 - 4.  

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 
St. Philip’s supports the use of these devices. Please enquire at the 
audiovisual table. 

OUR VISION 

Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God, neighbour and self. 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
61 West Deane Park Drive 

Etobicoke, ON M9B 2S1 
Phone: 416.622.5577 

Email: stphilip@bellnet.ca 
Web: www.stphilipstoronto.com 

mailto:stphilip@bellnet.ca
http://www.stphilipstoronto.com/
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