
ORDER FOR WORSHIP 
Transfiguration Sunday 

 

February 19, 2023 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a 

close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus 

is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory 

sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash 

Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside 

the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the 

penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We wish to acknowledge this land on which St. Philip’s Lutheran 

Church is located. For thousands of years, it has been the traditional 

land of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the 

Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat peoples.  We are grateful to have the 

opportunity to meet, worship, and serve on this land. 

GATHERING SONG 

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”                                       ELW 834                                                   

GREETING 

KYRIE 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries 

of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from 

the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed 

our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your 

glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING 

Exodus 24: 12 - 18 
At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty 

nights. The “glory of the Lord” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God 

called out to Moses. On the mountain God gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with 

the ten commandments. 
 

12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait 

there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 

commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses 

set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the 

mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until 

we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has 

a dispute may go to them.” 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, 

and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of the Lord settled 

on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh 

day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the 

glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain 

in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went 

up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and 

forty nights. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 2 

SECOND READING 

2 Peter 1: 16 - 21 
At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. 

By the activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word 

of scripture. 
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16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known 

to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had 

been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory 

from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 

Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, 

while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19So we have the 

prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 

attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must 

understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own 

interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but 

men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL 

Matthew 17: 1 - 9 
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to 

Peter, James, and John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the 

transfiguration. 
 

1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led 

them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured 

before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 

dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, 

talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to 

be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one 

for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly 

a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 

him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 

overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up 

and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one 

except Jesus himself alone. 9As they were coming down the mountain, 

Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son 

of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                                 Janelle Lightbourne 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

“God, We Gather as Your People ”                                            ACS 1038                                               

CREED  

P: Together we affirm our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends: Merciful God,  

Response:  receive our prayer. 
 

BLESSING OF QUILTS 
 

SHARING OF PEACE 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

“Chatter with the Angels”              American Spirituals, arr. Lana Walter 
 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER  

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the  oppressed 

go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of 



5 

 

merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, we praise your name and join their 

never ending song: 

HOLY HOLY HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

COMMUNION SONG 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                                   ELW 815 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly 

from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and 

journey humbly with you.. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s 

rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 

SENDING SONG 

“We Are Marching in the Light”                                                 ELW 866                                                                  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

PERMISSIONS  

One License, license # A-713446.  Liturgical text reprinted with permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS022653. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLWR – Earthquake Relief 
 

The need is dire. To donate directly to Canadian Lutheran World Relief 

(CLWR) please visit website: http://clwr.org/earthquake. 

http://clwr.org/earthquake
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek  Pastor 

Janelle Lightbourne, Intern  Preacher 

Chris Ritcey-Conrad  Music Director 

Chris Suknundun  Reader 

St. Philip’s Choir  Music 

Dave Pascoe  Audio Visual 

Karen Adolph  Livestream Usher 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PHILIP’S 

                Monday 

Tuesday 

 Church office closed – Family Day 

Good Food Market @ 4:00 pm 

Girl Guides @ 6:30 pm 

Wednesday  Cover Girls @ 10:00 am 

Service of Ashes @ 7:00 pm 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

  

Youth Retreat @ Hidden Acres 

Messy Church @ 4:00 pm 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Gus Berndt, John Brownlie, Kevin Cartwright, Rodney Erlandson, Mary 

Hanslep, Al Jacksteit, Matt Kirkpatrick, Mona Kibsey, Mark Kieswetter, 

John Lindman, Pat Penney, Julie Potocny, Ethan Suknundun, Debra, 

Helen, Lynette, and Marian. 

HOLIDAYS 

Margaret Isaacs is on holiday from February 21 - March 6 inclusive. 

ANNUAL REPORT 

Please pick up your copy available for pick-up in the narthex. 

 



 

 

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING 

Please place your offering on the plate in the centre aisle.  Other options can 

be found on our website:  stphilipstoronto.com/donate-now/    

TODAY: PANCAKE LUNCH AND LEARN 

Please join us for a pancakes after church. Janelle Lightbourne and Jerry 

Hogeveen will be speaking on “Allyship”.  

SOUP SUPPERS  

Please see sign-up sheet in the narthex as committees/groups have been 

assigned. Soup Suppers begin @ 6 pm on Wednesday, March 1 and run up 

to Maundy Thursday, April 6 followed by Holden Evening Prayer @ 7 pm. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Friday, March 3 @ 1:30 pm at St. James United, 400 Burhamthorpe Rd. 

GOOD FOOD MARKET: FEB 14 - MAR 21 

Please sign up for a week or two on Tuesdays from 3:30 - 5:30 or 5:30 - 7:30.  

50+ FAMILY RECONNECTIONS WITH LUNCHEON 

Please use sign-up sheet posted in the narthex to sign up for the next event 

on March 16 @ 12:30 pm. 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 

St. Philip’s supports the use of these devices. Please enquire at the 

audiovisual table. 

 

OUR VISION 
Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God, neighbour and self. 

 
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 

61 West Deane Park Drive 

Etobicoke, ON M9B 2S1 

Phone: 416.622.5577 

Email: stphilip@bellnet.ca 

Web: www.stphilipstoronto.com   

mailto:stphilip@bellnet.ca
http://www.stphilipstoronto.com/

