
ORDER FOR WORSHIP 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

January 22, 2023 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus 

the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are 

oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the 

font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” 

in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We wish to acknowledge this land on which St. Philip’s Lutheran 

Church is located. For thousands of years, it has been the traditional 

land of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the 

Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat peoples.  We are grateful to have the 

opportunity to meet, worship, and serve on this land. 

GATHERING SONG 

“God, We Gather as Your People”                                             ACS 1038  

GREETING 

KYRIE 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows 

after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways 

of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING 

Isaiah 9: 1 - 4 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by 

Assyrian military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed 

when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble 

celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that 

diminishes or oppresses them. 
 

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 

time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 

land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way 

of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The 

people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have 

multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 

you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,   

the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 27: 1, 4 - 9 

SECOND READING 

Corinthians 1: 10 - 18 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of 

the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or 

institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center 

of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation. 
 

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 

same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 

there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean 
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is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” 

or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been 

divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the 

name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 

and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my 

name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I 

do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not 

send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent 

wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL 

Matthew 4: 12 - 23 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. 

He proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first 

disciples. 
 

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 

Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the 

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been 

spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15“Land of 

Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles—16the people who sat in darkness have seen a 

great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

light has dawned.” 17From that time Jesus began to proclaim,  Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 18As he walked by the Sea 

of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 

fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 

fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 

mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the 

boat and their father, and followed him. 23Jesus went throughout 

Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 
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of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among 

the people. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                      Rev. Brigid Maya Douglas 

“Calling Us Out, Calling Us In” 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Drawn to the Light”                                                                    ELW 593          

CREED  

P: Together we affirm our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends: Merciful God,  

Response:  receive our prayer. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

“When A Star Is Shining”                                                              ACS 915 
 

SHARING OF PEACE 
 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER  

Liberating God, 
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you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, we praise your name and join their 

never ending song: 

HOLY HOLY HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

COMMUNION SONG 

“I Come with Joy”                                                                         ELW 482 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly 

from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and 

journey humbly with you.. Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s 

rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 

SENDING SONG 

“Christ, Be Our Light”                                                                  ELW 715 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PERMISSIONS 

One License, license # A-713446.  Liturgical text reprinted with permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS022653. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Rev. Brigid Maya Douglas is the Minister at 

St. James United Church. She is in solo 

ministry with a robust group of lay people 

who is intentionally growing into their 

discipleship. She attended Emmanuel 

College to obtain a Master in Religious 

Education (2008) and a Master of Divinity 

(2016). She has served Bloor Street United 

Church and Queensville Holland Landing 

United Church. Her life’s ministry extends 

to and includes storytelling, dancing, 

canoeing and travelling. 
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SERVING TODAY 

 
Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek  Pastor 

Rev. Brigid Maya Douglas  Guest Preacher 

Chris Ritcey-Conrad  Music Director 

Ellen van Rensburg-Gallipoli  Reader 

Marcia Powers-Dunlop  Prayers 

St. Philip’s Choir  Music 

Dave Pascoe  Audio Visual 

Karen Adolph  Livestream Usher 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PHILIP’S 

                Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 Zumba @ 1:00 pm 

Joyful Noise Bell Choir @ 7:15 pm 

Girl Guides @ 6:30 pm 

Bible Study on Zoom @ 7:00 pm 

Wednesday  Cover Girls @ 10:00 am 

Vocal Choir @ 7:00 pm 

Thursday/Friday   

Saturday  Messy Church @ 4:00 pm 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Gus Berndt, John Brownlie, Kevin Cartwright, Rodney Erlandson, Mary 

Hanslep, Al Jacksteit, Matt Kirkpatrick, Mona Kibsey, Mark Kieswetter, 

John Lindman, Pat Penney, Julie Potocny, Ethan Suknundun, Debra, 

Helen, Lynette, and Marian. 

 



 

 

 

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERING 

Please place your offering on the plate in the centre aisle.  Other options 

can be found on our website:  stphilipstoronto.com/donate-now/    

ST. JAMES FOODBANK - REQUESTS 

Please drop off recyclable fibre Walmart bags and empty egg cartons. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

On Sunday February 5 @ 2:30 – 7 pm, we will be providing the community 

meal at Evangel Hall Mission. If you are interested in helping out, please 

contact Janelle Lightbourne @ sja.lightbourne@gmail.com or 519.852.6772. 

MESSY CHURCH 

Registration forms can be found on the bulletin board in the narthex. First 

program will take place on Saturday, January 28 @ 4:00 - 6:00 pm. 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 

St. Philip’s supports the use of these devices. Please enquire at the 

audiovisual table. 

 

OUR VISION 

     Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God, neighbour and self. 

 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 

61 West Deane Park Drive 

Etobicoke, ON M9B 2S1 

Phone: 416.622.5577 

Email: stphilip@bellnet.ca 

Web: www.stphilipstoronto.com   

mailto:sja.lightbourne@gmail.com
mailto:stphilip@bellnet.ca
http://www.stphilipstoronto.com/

