
ORDER FOR WORSHIP 
Christmas Eve: The Nativity of our Lord 

 

December 24, 2022 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the 

light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. 

Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. 

The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly 

shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ 

with the whole world. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We wish to acknowledge this land on which St. Philip’s Lutheran 

Church is located. For thousands of years, it has been the traditional 

land of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the 

Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat peoples.  We are grateful to have 

the opportunity to meet, worship, and serve on this land. 

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION                                                 Karina Bruce 

Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the 

earth and then formed man and woman in his own image; 

long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as 

a sign of the covenant; 

twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to 

Abraham and Sarah; 

thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt 

and Miriam danced in freedom; 

eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges; 

one thousand years from the anointing of David as king, 

in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned 

by the prophets; 

in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the 

city of Rome; 
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the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 

while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, 

Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 

desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, 

being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the 

womb of his mother— 

now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God 

made flesh.. 

CAROL 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                                             ELW 283 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

 joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him, 

 born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 
 

2 The highest, most holy, 

 light of light eternal, 

 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

 Son of the Father 

 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

 sing in exultation, 

 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

 Glory to God 

 in the highest:  Refrain 
 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

 born this happy morning; 

 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

 Word of the Father, 

 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain                                         
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CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE AND GREETING 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.  

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has 

shined.  

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father.  
 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.  

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
 

May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 

the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of 

Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 

through your only son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 9: 2 - 7                                                  Hanna Holt       
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of 

a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and 

righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the 

Lord of hosts will do this! 

2The people who walked in darkness  have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you  as  with  joy at  the  harvest, as  people exult when  dividing  
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plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 

Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 

rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been 

born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he 

is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 

endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish 

and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 

and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

CAROL 

“Once in Royal David’s City”                                                       ELW 269 

1 Once in royal David's city 

 stood a lowly cattle shed, 

 where a mother laid her baby 

 in a manger for his bed: 

 Mary was that mother mild, 

 Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 

 who is God and Lord of all, 

 and his shelter was a stable, 

 and his cradle was a stall; 

 with the poor and meek and lowly, 

 lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3 And our eyes at last shall see him, 

 through his own redeeming love; 

 for that child so dear and gentle 

 is our Lord in heav'n above; 

 and he leads his children on 

 to the place where he is gone. 
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4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 

 with the oxen standing by, 

 we shall see him; but in heaven, 

 set at God's right hand on high; 

 there his children gather round, 

 bright like stars, with glory crowned. 

SECOND READING:  TITUS 2: 11 - 14                                         Taylor Bruce                             
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 

Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope 

of our Saviour’s final appearance. 

11[For] the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the 

present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 

of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself 

for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

CAROL 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                                      ELW 279 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

 how still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

 the silent stars go by; 

 yet in thy dark streets shineth 

 the everlasting light. 

 The hopes and fears of all the years 

 are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

 and, gathered all above 

 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

 their watch of wond'ring love. 
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 O morning stars, together 

 proclaim the holy birth, 

 and praises sing to God the king, 

 and peace to all the earth! 
 

3 How silently, how silently 

 the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

 So God imparts to human hearts 

 the blessings of his heav'n. 

 No ear may hear his coming; 

 but, in this world of sin, 

 where meek souls will receive him, still 

 the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 

 descend to us, we pray; 

 cast out our sin, and enter in, 

 be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels 

 the great glad tidings tell; 

 oh, come to us, abide with us, 

 our Lord Immanuel!  

THIRD READING:  LUKE 2: 1 - 7                        Ellen van Rensburg-Gallipoli                    
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of 

great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 

towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON 

CAROL 

“Away in a Manger”                                                                      ELW 277  

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

 

 
 

 
2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

PEACE 
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CHOIR ANTHEM 

“At Bethlehem”               William Walker, Royce J. Scherf, Claude L. Bass 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: We give you all thanks…forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

CAROLS DURING COMMUNION 

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                                                          ELW 272 
 

1 Infant holy, infant lowly, 

 for his bed a cattle stall; 

 oxen lowing, little knowing 

 Christ the child is Lord of all. 

 Swiftly winging, angels singing, 

 bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

 Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 

 

 

2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 

 vigil till the morning new 

 saw the glory, heard the story, 



9 

 

 

 tidings of a gospel true. 

 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 

 praises voicing, greet the morrow: 

 Christ the child was born for you! 

 Christ the child was born for you! 

 

 
 

“The First Noel”                                                                              ELW 300 
 

1 The first Noel the angel did say 

 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Refrain 

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

 Born is the King of Israel. 
 

2 They looked up and saw a star 

 shining in the east beyond them far; 

 and to the earth it gave great light, 

 and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 
 

3 And by the light of that same star 

 three wise men came from country far; 

 to seek for a king was their intent, 

 and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 
 

4 This star drew near to the northwest, 

 o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

 and there it did both stop and stay 

 right over the place where Jesus lay.  Refrain 
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5 Then entered in those wise men three, 

 full rev'rently upon their knee, 

 and offered there in his presence 

 their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.  Refrain 

 

 
 

“In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                              ELW 294 
 

1 In the bleak midwinter, 

 frosty wind made moan, 

 earth stood hard as iron, 

 water like a stone; 

 snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

 snow on snow, 

 in the bleak midwinter, 

 long ago. 
 

2 Heaven cannot hold him, 

 nor earth sustain; 

 heav'n and earth shall flee away 

 when he comes to reign; 

 in the bleak midwinter 

 a stable place sufficed 

 the Lord God almighty, 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

3 What can I give him, 

 poor as I am? 

 If I were a shepherd 

 I would bring a lamb; 

 if I were a wise man 

 I would do my part; 

 yet what I can I give him— 

 give my heart. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

CAROL 

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”                                            ELW 282 
 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 

 that glorious song of old, 

 from angels bending near the earth 

 to touch their harps of gold: 

 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

 from heav'n's all-gracious king." 

 The world in solemn stillness lay 

 to hear the angels sing. 
 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 

 with peaceful wings unfurled, 

 and still their heav'nly music floats 

 o'er all the weary world. 

 Above its sad and lowly plains 

 they bend on hov'ring wing, 

 and ever o'er its babel sounds 

 the blessed angels sing. 
 

3 And you, beneath life's crushing load, 

 whose forms are bending low, 

 who toil along the climbing way 

 with painful steps and slow: 

 look now, for glad and golden hours 

 come swiftly on the wing; 

 oh, rest beside the weary road 

 and hear the angels sing! 
 

4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 

 by prophets seen of old, 

 when with the ever-circling years 

 shall come the time foretold, 

 when peace shall over all the earth 

 its ancient splendors fling, 

 and all the world give back the song 

 which now the angels sing.  
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CANDLE LIGHTING 

The minister lights a large candle from the altar candle, which symbolizes Christ, 

the Light of the world. The ushers light their candle from the pastor’s candle, then 

light the candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle. Please slide the cup down the 

candle when passing between people. The lighted candle should never be tilted, but 

held upright. Once lit, slide the cup up to fully enclose the flame. The top of the 

flame must be below the rim of the cup. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION, JOHN 1:1 - 14          Andrew Erlandson 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 

believe   through  him. 8He  himself  was  not  the light,  but  he  came 

to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into 

being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what 

was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh 

and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL 

“Silent Night, Holy Night!”                                                          ELW 281 
 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

 All is calm, all is bright 

 round yon virgin mother and child. 

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
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 sleep in heavenly peace, 

 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

 Shepherds quake at the sight; 

 glories stream from heaven afar, 

 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

 Son of God, love's pure light 

 radiant beams from your holy face, 

 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING  

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, 

the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the  

determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ Child. 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and 

forever. Amen. 

(The candles are extinguished) 
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DISMISSAL 

Christ is born! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

CAROL 

 “Joy To The World”                                                                       ELW 267 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

 nor thorns infest the ground; 

 he comes to make his blessings flow 

 far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

 and makes the nations prove 

 the glories of his righteousness 

 and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
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SERVING TODAY 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Gus Berndt, John Brownlie, Kevin Cartwright, Rodney Erlandson, Mary 

Hanslep, Al Jacksteit, Matt Kirkpatrick, Mona Kibsey, Mark Kieswetter, 

John Lindman, Pat Penney, Julie Potocny, Pasquale Rizzo, Ethan 

Suknundun, Debra, Helen, Lynette, and Marian. 

OFFERING 

Please place your offering on the plate in the centre aisle.  Other options 

can be found on our website:  stphilipstoronto.com/donate-now/    

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Please find your 2023 offering envelopes in your church mailbox. 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 

St. Philip’s supports the use of these devices. Please enquire at 

the audiovisual table. 

 

PERMISSIONS  

One License, license # A-713446.  Liturgical text reprinted with permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS022653. 

Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek  Preacher 

Marcia Powers-Dunlop  Assisting Minister 

Chris Ritcey-Conrad  Music Director 

St. Philip’s Choir 

Katie Clark, Charlotte McIntosh, 

Aubrey Kelly, Bien Carandang 

Karen Adolph 

 Music 

Brass Quartet 

 

Livestream Usher 

Dave Pascoe  Videographer 



 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PHILIP’S 

Monday  Church Office Closed 

Tuesday  Church Office Closed 

Wednesday  Church Office Open: 9 – 12 

Thursday  Church Office Open: 9 – 12 

Friday  Church Office Open: 9  - 12 

Saturday   

 

 

OUR VISION 
Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God, 

neighbour and self. 

VISION STATEMENT: 

We are a diverse and inclusive Lutheran faith community freed by the grace 

of Christ to find God and self as we connect with our neighbours. 

We practise hospitality of open hearts and open arms. We unite with 

partners to make a difference in our neighbourhood. We nurture the 

community of Christ. 

 

 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 

61 West Deane Park Drive 

Etobicoke, ON M9B 2S1 

Phone: 416.622.5577 

Email: stphilip@bellnet.ca 

Web: www.stphilipstoronto.com 
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