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Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In the passion account, Jesus reveals the power 

and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, 

we pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. We gather in solemn 

devotion, but always with the promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. We depart 

silently, and we anticipate the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. 

 
A Note on Holy Week and Anti-Semitism 

The Passion texts can pose problems for Christian-Jewish relations.  For centuries, many Christians blamed “The 

Jews” for Christ’s death. This interpretation is incorrect, misguided, and dangerous.  In fact, crucifixion was solely a 

Roman form of punishment, one used to frighten subjugated nations into obeying Roman authority. Tragically, 

Christians have misused the reading of the Passion to justify anti-Semitic narratives. 

Anti-Semitism still plagues the world.  We must read these texts with sensitivity and caution, remembering the 

cruelties and failures of our past. 

 

 
 

The Holy Spirit 

calls us together 

as the people of 

God. 
 

GATHERING 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We wish to acknowledge this land on which St. Philip’s Lutheran Church is located. For 

thousands of years, it has been the traditional land of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 

Anishnabeg, the Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat peoples.  We are grateful to have the 

opportunity to meet, worship, and serve on this land. 

PRELUDE 

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

WELCOME  

 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                                                                 ELW 345  

 
Continues next page… 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 

was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death 

on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 

and ever. 

Amen. 

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

The Stations of the Cross or the Way of the Cross, also known as the Way of Sorrows or the Via Crucis, refers to a 

series of images depicting Jesus on the day of his crucifixion. The stations grew out of imitations of Via Dolorosa in 

Jerusalem which is believed to be the actual path Jesus walked to Mount Calvary.  

In this service we will use contemporary images.  People die on all sorts of crosses everyday.  People are the caring 

hands and the hands that hurt.  The Way of the Cross is all around us. 

1. Jesus is 

condemned 

to death 

 

Mark 14:61-64 

But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, 

"Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?" 62Jesus said, "I am; 

and 

 'you will see the Son of Man 

 seated at the right hand of the Power,' 

 and 'coming with the clouds of heaven.'" 
63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "Why do we still need 

witnesses? 64You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?" All 

of them condemned him as  

deserving death. 

 

 



2.  Jesus carries 

his cross 

 

John 19:14-17 

4Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about 

noon. He said to the Jews, "Here is your King!" 15They cried out, 

"Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, 

"Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no 

king but the emperor." 16Then he handed him over to them to be 

crucified. 

So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to 

what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called 

Golgotha. 

 

 

3.  Jesus falls the 

first time 

 

John 15:18-20 
 
18If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. 19If 

you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. Because 

you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world 

— therefore the world hates you. 20Remember the word that I said to you, 

'Servants are not greater than their master.' If they persecuted me, they 

will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. 

 

 

4.  Jesus meets 

his mother 
 

 

John 19:25-27 
 
25And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 

mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When 

Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside 

her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." 27Then he said to 

the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took 

her into his own home. 

 

 

 HYMN                                                                                                                              ELW 347 verse 1 

 
 



5. Simon the 

Cyrene helps 

Jesus to carry his 

cross 

 

Mark 15: 20-22 
 
20After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his 

own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to 

carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and 

Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 

means the place of a skull). 

 

 

6. Veronica 

wipes the face of 

Jesus 

 
 

Matthew 25:37-40 

 
37Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw 

you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 

drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, 

or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick 

or in prison and visited you?' 40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I 

tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 

my family, you did it to me.' 

 

 

7. Jesus falls a 

second time 

 

 

Isaiah 53:4-6 

 
4Surely he has borne our infirmities 

 and carried our diseases; 

 yet we accounted him stricken, 

 struck down by God, and afflicted. 

 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

 crushed for our iniquities; 

 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

 and by his bruises we are healed. 

 6All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have all turned to our own way, 

 and the LORD has laid on him 

 the iniquity of us all. 

 

 

8. Jesus meets 

the women of 

Jerusalem  

Luke 23:27-28 
 

7A great number of the people followed him, and among them were 

women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus 

turned to them and said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, 

but weep for yourselves and for your children. 
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9. Jesus falls a 

third time  

 

Psalm 118:25-28 

 
25Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 

 O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 

 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 

 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

 27The LORD is God, 

 and he has given us light. 

 Bind the festal procession with branches, 

 up to the horns of the altar. 

 28You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

 you are my God, I will extol you. 

 

 

10. Jesus is 

stripped of his 

clothes 

Matthew 27:34-35 

 
4they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, 

he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided 

his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 

 

 

11. Jesus is 

crucified 

Luke 23:33-34 

 
33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 

Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 

[[ 34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 

they are doing."]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 

 

 

 
HYMN                                                                                                                               ELW 347 verse 3 



 
 

12. Jesus dies on 

the cross 

Luke 23:44-46 

 
44It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 

three in the afternoon, 45while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, 

"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." Having said this, he 

breathed his last. 

 

 

13. Jesus is taken 

down from the 

cross 

John 19:33-34, 38a 

 
3But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did 

not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 

spear, and at once blood and water came out. 38After these things, Joseph 

of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of 

his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. 

Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. 

 

 

14. Jesus is laid 

in the tomb 

Matthew 27:59-60 

 
59So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60and laid 

it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a 

great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 
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In everything 

give 

thanks. 
1 Thessalonians 

5:18 

 

WE RESPOND 

SERMON 

 

PRAYERS  

 

PROCESSION WITH CROSS 

Behold the life-giving cross, 

on which was hung the Saviour of the whole world. 

LITURGICAL DANCE 

Music:  O Sacred Head Now Wounded 

SONG 

“Into Jerusalem Jesus Rode” by Carl P. Daw, Jr.   

 

 

 

 
 

HYMN                                                                                                                                             ELW 346 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

DISMISSAL 

We end in silence. 

 
 

PERMISSIONS  

Hymn texts and music are reprinted by permission under One License, license # A-713446. 

Liturgical text and music are reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

number SAS022653. 

The illustrations in this liturgy are photographs of the pen and ink Stations of the Cross created by Nancy-Lou 

Patterson for the people of St. Columba Anglican Church, Waterloo, Ontario.  On February 25, 2021,  the  parish  

council of  St.  Columba granted permission to the Eastern Synod, ELCIC, to use Nancy-Lou’s drawings (images) for 

the Stations of the Cross / Way of the Cross liturgy. St. Columba Church holds the copyright on the images and is not 

releasing them for any use (e.g. graphics, clipart) other than for this liturgy. To learn more about Nancy-Lou 

Patterson, visithttps://uwaterloo.ca/fine-arts/about/people/emeriti/nancy-lou-patterson 

 

  



 

  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 

The Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek  Pastor 

Chris Ritcey-Conrad  Music Director 

Dave Pascoe  Videographer 

Sarah Pascoe 

Gary Wuschnakowski 
 Readers 

Etobicoke Centre Clergy Group  Prayers of the People 

 

Alexa Luciani 

Meranda Phannenhour 

 Liturgical Dance 

    Dancer 

    Choreographer 

Peter Marsh  Cross Procession 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Gus Berndt, Kevin Cartright, Rodney Erlandson, Michelle Horrigan, Al Jacksteit, Mark Kieswetter, 

Fran Moore, Marion Morningstar, Pat Penney, Julie Potocny, Sydney Ross, Helen Scollnik, and 

Elga Smidt. 

PASS THE OFFERING PLATE PLEASE 

Thanks for giving your offering regularly. Even while our doors are closed, our hearts and hands 

are open and busy. Our ministries need your support. Details for how to give are on 

stphilipstoronto.com/donate-now/. 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

Easter Sunday, April 4:  Watch your email for the link to the service. 


